
 
The English Major  
 
Stude nt s may complet e a major or

w r it ing and speaking, clos e read ing, and inde pe nd e nt lit erar y res e ar ch, using appr opr iate res our ce s and tech no log ie s.  
With their adv is ers, Englis h major s des ig n a progr am of stud y that deepe ns their unders t and ing of the var ie t y of int er pr e t at i ve 
str ate g ies thr oug h which reade r s may appr oach a text and the inter conne ct ed ne ss of literar y text s and the conv er s at ions  betw ee n 
them. We encour age st ude nts to explor e how lit er ar y text s bot h shape and ar e shape d by their hist or ical and cult ur al cont e xts .  
Thr ough out their cours e of stud y, major s lear n to apply skills of clos e read ing and analys is to a var ie t y of text s and, in the pr oce ss, 
begin to unders t and the comple x ways meaning is made.  
The major culminat e s in an inde pe nde nt ly wr itt e n ess ay of 20 -25 pages, developed dur ing a thes is seminar take dur ing the spr ing 
semes te r of the senior year. Stude nt s will als o pres e nt a 20 -minut e pape r in a senior sympos ium in the spr ing (based on the senior 
ess ay) and compile a port f olio as part of a one -cred it spr ing capst one cours e.  
As stude nts const r uct their Englis h major, they should seek to includ e cours es that pr ovid e : 

 
• Historical depth — s t ud e nt s should acq uire exper ie nce wit h older tr ad it ions in lit er at ur e and take one pr e -1900 upper -



 

English Major Checklist 
  
 
 

1. Introductory courses (16 credits)  
 

□ ENGL 180 The me s and Tradit ion s in Lite r at ur e  OR   □  ENGL 190    



 
 

Advising 



 
Senior E-Portfolio 

 
 

Durin g sprin g se me st er of the sen ior ye ar and as part of the sen ior exe rc ise s capst one , Eng lish major s will pre par e and 
submit an e -port folio. This port folio will inc lud e : 
 

• A brief (2-3 pages) description of the portfolio, in c lud in g a list of the Eng lish course s you have taken (numbe r, 
title, seme ste r, profe ssor) and an expla n at ion of why you chose each of the piec e s you have inc lude d.  

• Vita or resume (we will have a worksh op to help you s hape this)  

• A paper from an English class that best demonstrates your critical thinking and research skills 

• A paper from an English class that best demonstrates historical and social context skills 

o N.B. You must identify one of the above two papers to represent your close-reading skills. Be sure to 
ide n t ify whic h one you wish to be asse sse d on this crite rion and whic h passa ge s you wish the reader to 
 


